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REPORT OF THE CHAIR OF THE ROCHDALE TOWNSHIP COMMITTEE TO THE 
MEETING OF THE COUNCIL ON TUESDAY, 26th JULY 2016

Thank you Mr. Mayor for the opportunity to report to the Council the latest developments 
on various matters relating to the Rochdale Township Committee.

Rochdale Town Hall
The Stage 1 Heritage Lottery Bid for the “Restoration & Revival” of the Town Hall was 
submitted in December 2015. The Heritage Lottery Fund was very enthusiastic about 
Rochdale Borough Council’s plans to revitalise our fantastic town hall, and have asked us 
to refine our bid and resubmit it in December 2016. The competition for lottery grants is 
always exceptionally fierce, and on this occasion, 12 different organisations from across 
the country were collectively bidding for £142m from a £54m pot. Meanwhile, we are 
continuing with the key parts of our Town Hall restoration plan, including the newly 
refurbished The Clock Tower dining room that is now open to the public.

Rochdale Town Centre Public Realm 
Designs for the new paving along Baillie Street and lower Yorkshire Street are currently 
being finalised. The scheme will improve the surfacing and install natural stone paving to 
complement that used around the recently completed river re-opening scheme and to 
enhance the conservation area.  The works are expected to start later in Summer 2016 
and once complete will provide a comprehensive high quality treatment around this part of 
the town centre. 

River Re-opening Project
The project to re-open the River Roch in the heart of Rochdale Town Centre completed in 
June 2016. The town’s historic bridge, which has sections dating back to the medieval 
period, has been exposed as part of this project, which helps reduce flood risk, attract new 
wildlife and will further enhance the town’s heritage assets.

Rochdale Remembers the Somme
As Township Chair I was proud to attend the commemorations to remember the Somme in 
both Heywood and Rochdale, and to lay a wreath on behalf of Rochdale Township. I also 
attended the armed forces flag raising ceremonies. Members are invited to visit the 
cenotaph where the new memorial benches have now been installed.

Street Lighting PFI
The street lighting replacement works in Rochdale are now complete. The replacement 
programme was completed in May this year, which was two months ahead of programme.

Following a six year break, the Eid lights have been reinstated on Milkstone Road. The ten 
new Eid features were switched on on the 6th of June and stayed on until the 8th of July. 
There will be a further switch on in September for the next Eid celebration.

Highways

At Townhead junction a right filter arrow has been installed for traffic travelling from 
Yorkshire Street to Whitworth Road.  Christmas Tree Island, Lower Yorkshire and Bailee 
Street improvements are due to start between mid -July and mid – August, with completion 
due in March 2017. 

The 2 year forward works programme commenced in April and updates will be given to 
Township at my regular meetings with Officers from the Highways and Engineering 
Service.  I continue to meet with Highway Champions along with the Cabinet Member for 
Housing and Environment, to discuss highways issues across the Borough.



Youth Service
Youth Workers and young people have been working on a number of projects across the 
Township.  Newbold and Kingsway have been planning and building a pushcart.  Young 
people will be attending Limefield park in Middleton and race other young people across 
the borough as part of a fun day.  Several have shown interest in taking part in dance and 
dee-jaying workshops at Moss Street Youth Centre.  We have attracted volunteers from 
the community with skills to delivery specific specialist workshops which has been very 
successful. 

Youth Workers from Rochdale organised an Iftari event (breaking fast) held at Moss Street 
youth centre, where 80 young people were in attendance from across the borough to break 
fast together.  They observed prayers read out by young people, poems compiled and read 
out by young people about being good neighbours and caring for the community.   Young 
people had the opportunity ask questions about Ramadan and Eid.  All took part in a 
collective prayer which was very powerful.  

We have several detached sessions taking part during the week at different nights to 
engage with those involved in ASB, drugs and alcohol.   We have engaged the young 
people in promoting healthy lifestyles in the youth centre to help them learn about the 
dangers of using drugs and excessive amount of alcohol.  The detached team have been 
busy with reports on increased ASB across the township and are making contact with 
groups of young people and actively diverting them into our provision.
We have planned a comprehensive summer programme with many outdoor educational 
events taking place, all the publicity will be shared near to the time.

Community Safety

Work in the last quarter concentrated in Rochdale Town Centre and the immediate 
surrounding areas such as Broadfield Park. After a spate of serious incidents connected 
with “legal highs” awareness work has been carried out, warning of the dangers of taking 
such substances and the risk to heath when doing so.

Enforcement work was also carried out on premises that have been linked to selling “legal 
highs” with one business in particular being closed down. Work has also continued as 
Community Safety work in Partnership with the Town Centre Policing Team to reduce on- 
street drinking and begging within Rochdale Town Centre. The latest sweep was carried 
out on the 20th May. 

A number of Landowners and Landlords have been contacted as part of the operation to 
reduce street drinking in the Town Centre. Hot Spot areas have been identified as areas 
where the drinking takes place and the Landowners have been requested to make 
improvements to their land/property to prevent this activity taking place. 

Extensive work has been carried out in Broadfield Park in conjunction with Environmental 
Management to reduce anti-social behaviour around the bowling greens. Historically the 
green has been plagued By ASB resulting in damage to the green and disruption to 
matches. Working with the bowling club a new gate has now been erected and generic 
locks provided for all of the other gates. Some defensive planting has also taken place in 
the form of shrubbery being placed at certain points to reduce access to the bowling 
greens. The bowling greens are now part of the Town Centre Policing Team’s patrol plan 
and early indications suggest that these measures have contributed in reducing incidents 
of anti-social behaviour. 

The usual core duties carrying out ASB case work within the private rented sector has 
continued with increased volumes during the fine dry spell in mid-May. The complex case 
work has involved tenancy terminations, tenancy warning letters, landlord warnings and the 
fitting of CCTV to identify the perpetrators of ASB all taking place. 



Off Road Biking in Mandale Park has been reported by residents to the Community Safety 
Officer who has liaised with GMP and requested that they deploy their Off Road Bike Unit.  
Additionally Community Safety and GMP have undertaken a site visit to identify all the 
entrances/exits at Mandale Park which are maintained by Environmental Management.  
There are at least half a dozen areas which leave this land exposed to off road biking 
despite there being several signs around the park.  Rochdale PCSOs were deployed on 
each entrance /exit on a mini operation Saturday 18/06/16, no off road bikes entered the 
park but intelligence has been provided to them regarding where bikes are being repaired.  
GMP are liaising with the Housing Association who owns the property as tenancy 
conditions are being breached.

Metrolink meeting held on Tuesday 21/06/16
The 2nd meeting was held at Rochdale Police Station and GMP figures indicated that since 
March 2016 there has been a reduction in ASB incidents being reported.  It was 
acknowledged by the Chair that joint partnership working between Community Safety, 
GMP, TfGM, Youth Services Outreach Team have had an impact upon the number of 
incidents occurring.  Meanwhile GMP will be co-ordinating another Operation Gateway with 
GMP Specials, TfGM, Community Safety and Youth Services.

Rochdale Township Committee
The Committee received a presentation around local Policing changes. A member of the 
public raised concerns about off-road biking in Mandale Park to which the Police 
responded. Reports considered included Township Funds, the Townships Plan 2015 and 
2016 and disposal of a number of properties.

Feel Good Festival
Planning continues for the Feel Good Festival which will take place on the 19th and 20th 
August.

Rochdale Township & Area Forums

The first quarter area forums took place during May, June and July, some of the issues 
raised were as follows:

Balderstone and Kirkholt Community Meeting 
Residents raised concerns about the increase in the presence of mini-motorbikes and 
received assurances that GMP are actively targeting offenders. Details of a pedestrian 
crossing upgrade on Queensway, redevelopment of The Strand and the skate park were 
given, and it was confirmed that three new streets on the former Hill Top School site are to 
be named after painters – Lowry, Constable and Stubbs.

Bamford and Oakenrod Area Forum
A presentation was given about the Tree of Time, Rochdale Borough Timebank which is a 
way for organisations and individuals to share resources, skills and knowledge. There was 
also a presentation on GP Care Services. The meeting also discussed school parking 
problems, the presence of Japanese Knotweed and welcomed the transformation of the 
Town Centre.

Brimrod, Marland and Sudden Area Forum
The recent meeting was very well attended with a number of residents voicing concern 
about a proposal to fund the closure of Half Acre Lane. Other issues discussed included 
fly-tipping, grass cutting and weeds. The forum noted the siting of the Mini (car) floral 
display at Sudden junction.

Castleton Area Forum
Healthwatch Rochdale attended to inform the forum about the work that they are doing. 
There were concerns about anti-social activity on the Mayfield Estate, traffic issues around 
Royle Barn Road and a discussion about plans for the former Woolworths Site. There was 
also confirmation that a notice board for the Slattocks area is due to be installed.



Central Rochdale Area Forum
There were a number of concerns regarding traffic, particularly congestion in some areas, 
and speeding in others. There was also a street lighting presentation during which 
residents raised a number of concerns in relation to poor lighting/dark areas, removed 
lighting columns, the placement of replacement lighting, street lights on all the time, street 
lights never on, street lights coming on and off and a view that street lighting levels were 
better in previous years.

Healey Area Forum
The main topics of discussion included concerns raised over speeding on Shawclough 
Road, traffic problems on Syke Road and options for improvements to Syke Pond. In an 
attempt to progress these matters it was agreed to undertake a traffic survey on 
Shawclough Road, arrange a meeting within the community with a Highways 
representative and to establish a Syke Pond Steering Group.

Kingsway Area Forum
Residents were pleased that two additional lighting columns have now been installed on 
Witley Road, and that promised works on the Metrolink line have been carried out. There 
was discussion about the safety of the junction at Kingsway/Moss Ave; RTAC has since 
approved funding for a traffic regulation order at this location. There were concerns about a 
planned extension to St. Peter’s School with residents worried that this may add to the 
already unacceptable levels of congestion.

Milkstone & Deeplish Area Forum
A representative of the Senior Citizens Forum attended to encourage residents of the area 
to join the SCF. The forum brings together senior citizens from across the Township and 
would like the ward to be represented. A number of issues were discussed, including fly-
tipping and litter.

Norden Area Forum
The focus of the recent meeting was largely related to planning matters. There was a 
detailed discussion in relation to two proposed traffic regulation orders and whether or not 
they would be promoted as a single order. There was also a discussion relating to the wind 
farm.

Sparth Area Forum
Residents reported issues related to pot-holes, parking and alley-gating. There was 
discussion around possible removal of double yellow lines, and in relation to the increase 
in incidences of off-road biking on Mandale Park.

Spotland and Falinge Area Forum
An extensive debate took place concerning the problems being experienced by residents 
because of vehicles accessing the road that joins Dellar Street and Churchill Street. A 
variety of options were put forward to deter this from happening. Other issues raised during 
the meeting included concerns over a skate park being established, double yellow lines 
being introduced without some residents being aware of this and the future of the TBA site. 
The Forum also discussed venues for future meetings and was made aware of the 
Township Funds that were available for 2016/2017.

Councillor Shaun O’Neill
Rochdale Township Committee Chair

Thank you Mr. Mayor, I will be pleased to answer any questions from Members of the 
Council about these or any other matter relating to the Rochdale Township Committee


